#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR) / 


BooK Six 
[LSCAPE FROM LUCIEN 
pescHotastic] 


Jit 


AUT 


Karu Cieurse 
>». 
~ fA 


yw 
BA 


a 
we = 


BOOK SIX 


ESCAPE FROM LUCIEN 


COMFORT IN BEING, 
ANOBCDY LIKE Me, 
MASTER. GRIFFIN. 


AS LON AS D0 


TRECORMEND 
“TRYING A LIKE-MINDED 


AS ASERIANT OF 
‘THE DGTAL HOLS oF 
ELVES, | HAVE SEEN A 
GREAT MANY LEADERS 
Come AND Go. 


“YOU CONT SEEK 
MY COUNSEL, BUT 


| PREFER THAT 
‘VE VALKIN 


EXPERIENCE, | WILL 
MAINTINN THE SAFE. 
‘SHELTER OF BEING 

‘ANBODY. 
POINCES 
UKE YOUFIND 


IIS THE FEELING 
JURT PORTENDS A 
CATAGLYSMC EVENT. 


Log, ARE YU 
‘OuESTIONING MY 
LOYALTY TO THE 

NATION OF ELVES? 


INALL THE YEARS 
VE HAVE KNOWN CACH 
OTHER, HAVE EVER 
DONE THAT, Sia? 


‘VILL ALWAYS CT IN THE 
BEST INTERESTS OF 
THEELF KINGOOM. 


AeOLDGE FOR 
fauna Tovestect 
sue sToneceeens, SVENONE MORE 


CHANCE To 00 


Toannot W010 ALL oy ST Hix, OM ARE 

STAND IDLY BY OFFICER. ATRETTOR EVERYTUNG THET 

AND ALLOW THEM ISA GRAVE MISTAKE MY SONTRELLIS 

“TOINSULT YOU. ANDA TERRIBLE WAS NOT 

OFFENSE. JOUR THRST 
FcR VENGEANCE 
HASBEEN A GOING 
LT 


WILL TELL ME 
ABOUT Youn. 
CURSE. 


ISUSPECT 
WILNOT LIKE 


TODAY YoU PRONISE TO 
FINSH YOUR WORK AND 
DESTROY THE OTHER 
‘STONEKEEPERS. 
(CAN 70u PROMISE 
THAT FOR ME? 


IPROMISE TD 
‘SEDVETHEELIES, 
SOURMALESTY. 
ANDI PROMISE 
IIL NOT FAIL 


Gass UST cE 
TANNING IS Phe 
INSESSION coe 
MINUTES HERE. 


LOOK iT SOME OF 
THESE Claw 
FORMATIONS. _ THERES 
SOME WEIRD 
‘STUFF HAPPENING, 
UP HERE. 


DONT PLAY BY THE 
RULES, WERE GOING 
TOGETKIKED OUT 

(OF THE COLOSSUS 

PROGRAM, HAYES. AND FE THAT 


BUTINEED 
you To STAY 
ALERT AND LISTEN, 
‘CADEFULLY To. 


WEHAIEND COMMUNICATIONS 
FANCY CLEANING 
METHODS 


it PRESSURED 
Ke Hen TO Come 
eRe. 


CA \) y ‘Wl 
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BUT WE CAN'T AFFORD, 
TO LOSE THE CAPTAINS, 
‘DAUGHTER TO SUCH 
FOOLIARDINESE, 


THE MSTAKE WAS MADE 
LONG AGO, WHEN WE LET 
‘THESE ELF-SYMPATHIERS 


BUT WE SCOUTED 
THECITY ALREADY, 
AND ARE CLEAR 


YOUR ADMY, Ta 
SHOW I WoULD. 


WERE TO GON 
“THERE AND ACTIVATE 


UNDERSTAND HOW 
DIFCUT TIS TO GET 
THE GENERALS TO 


\% 


Sot OF YOu 

‘WILL BE CHOSEN To 

PILOT THE COLDS! 
INTOTHECTY. 


JUST REMEMBER. 
‘THAT THESE PEOPLE 


NEEDED YOUR HELP. 
TOREGIN WITH. 


TRUST OUR 
INSTINTS. 


nortuey | 
WHET! Ci7 0. 


I ASTONFKEEPED, 
YOUAREREGUIRED AND NOT MAWONG 
TOREALEADER. DECSIONS CAN PROVE. 
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THIS WHY! 


NUN 
IM PLEASED To ry 
ANNOUNCE THAT b 

TOURGRADATION JER 


HAS COME EARLY. = 
‘St PILOTS HAVE 
BEEN CHOSEN FOR 
RECON MISSION 


THREE OF THOSE PILOTS, 
HAVE BEEN CHOSEN FROM 
THE ARGUS, CUR SISTER 
AIRSHIP. 
THAT LEAVES THREE 
PILOT SEATS OPEN INTHE 
COLOSSUS DOCKED To THE 
FREBOAND, AND THEY WiLL 


CONGRATULATIONS a oF THERITWE oF 
TO DUAL. : (3) ALLEDUA, | HOPE WE 
HVE CHOSEN WELL 
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STILL CONDITIONS IN THE AIR 


NoTHING. | TOIT ANY LED 
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CODES 
PRACTICALLY 
MY FRST 
, ) 
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WD FECL ecrrER 
IFNAVIN WAS GUT 


OUR DAUGHTER 
WILL BE TACING YOUR 
Lack INN TIME. 
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WE NEED TO 
ETHMINTO 
‘STANDING, 
POSTION! 


BUT WECAN 
‘STILL SAVE 


3 


x 
38 
& 
E 
3 
é 


NAN, 
CONTACT THE 
FIREBRAND AND 


SHEN We ETHER 
FIND SOME WATE. 
AND SHELTER. 


j 
) “vent! 


HAVE TOLEAVE 
OU SCIIND, 


‘Avi, WHET? 
TS RAINNG! 
YOU GOTTA BE 
FADING! 


y Ve STILL HAVE 
5 LOW ON FUEL, FOOD RATIONS. 
$0 WERE coIng TO 
HAVE TO ABANDON, 
Tt 


‘WE HAVE ExtoUGH q 


‘SUPPLIES TO LAST 


OKAY, TIME TO 
)CREW-— SYNCHRONIZE 


WE CANT Sto, THE 
LET Mix BOARD y CAPSULE SHIP 
TH SHIP, Vigo. DOESNT CONTAIN 


DISCHARGE THEIR 
WEAPONS WITHOUT 
MY SWY-9. 
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TE MAX WANTED 
TO DESTRGT THIS SH 
HE WOULD HAVE DONE 
bh. TBYNOW. 


em WCET WHATHE  8EST-TO 


a 


THES BOOM 
MADE OF MATEQIAL 
THAT WEAKENS THE 
POWER OF THE 
STONES. 


HEND-TO-HAND 
COMBAT. 


rT WouLD Be 
BATTLE OF PURE 
PRYSICAL STRENGTH, 


AND ONLY 
HAVEA MOUNTAIN 
GUNT. 


Hac oR 
NOMA. 

WERE NOT 
CHECKING OUT 
OF HERE WITHOUT 
FIGHT, 


1DIONT 
| Bang You Hen 
TORGHT. 
| BOUGHT 
“YO HERE S0 WE 
COULD TALE 
PRNATE.. 


NOT ONLY LIMT 

PUR ou2 ABUT Touse 

Hac, BUT ALSO THE 
‘ABILITY FOR THE 
‘STONES TU 


PRE IN HERE, THE 
YOKE CANNOT 


wo 


1AM AS MUCH 
BN AGENT AS. 


FOR YOU TOWEL 
Ne ET RID OF CUR TOGETHER, KNOW 


CURSE, 


EWE WORK 
WE CAN BE FREE. 


Ou AND! 
Bot} ACCEPTED 
HS HELP, AND HE 
EXPECTS US TO 
REPAY THE 
FOR, 


ws 


TWAS HIDDEN 

‘Away BY THE CouNL 
FOR YEARS AND YOu 
WILL SOON SEE WHY. 


S86 TRUSTED 
Me To GUARD THIS 
MESSAGE AS TWAS HS 
BEST STUDENT. 


G0, YOU 
WERE To0 10UNG 
TOUNDERSTAND IT 
ATTHE TIME, 


BUTSILAS WAS. 


NOTEMIED FOR 
CRPTICIING THE 


a 
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THEN YOu 
ARE THE ONLY 
(ONE To HIVE 
EVER DONE IT 

SUCCESSFULLY. 


AND BELIEVE 
YOUCAN DD THE 
SAMEFOR ME. 


THESE YOUNG, 
STONEKEEPERS 00 
NOT SHARE THE SAME 


BOWELS EOE 
™~e 


ALWAYS THE 

Leer PESSIMIST, 

THIS TO YOU, OLD " ons 
FRIEND... 
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TT WAS GONG 70 
BE SOEASY 70 
CONVINCE YOU... 
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‘SS a THON US, 
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VAM TARING 
USINTD THE VoD, 


* 


EMILY, YOURE THE 
YOUNGEST ONE HERE, 
‘SOTHAT APPLIES. 
MOSTLY TO YU. 


ALY, CHEK THE 
TRACKER.AND SEE F 
WERE GETTING NEAR 

THEBEACON, 
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DST THE | CAECXTD, 
“YOU WEREN'T CHOSEN 
AS APILOT UKE THE 

ST 


HAVENT NOTED, 
THSMISSION 5 
‘FAILURE 


WE CAN TAKE 
SHELTERIN 


WE DO EVERYTHING 
TOCETHERAS A BSL io Ger out oF 
THE RAN. 
FF YOU SO MUCH AS 
PASS GAS WUT 
NY PEONISSICN, 


LUCEN WAS. 
ONCE THE Most 


WONT EVEN 
RECOGNIZE IT 
ANYMORE. 


TOLD YOu 
TOLERVE! 


une! 
CLIN! 


WANT TO LIE, 
PUT ON THAT 


WAS REMINDED 
OF FT JUST NOW. 


AM LNTERRUPTING 
SOMETHING? 


% 


FOR THE 
BUT YOUREALLY 
SI ‘HAVE To BE CAREFUL 
FRAT THE BUCS 4 


“YOULL ALSO HAVE 
TOEXCUSE MEFOR NOT 
INTREDUCING MYSELF 


EARLIER. 


OF TOURDECISION TO 
“TAKE IN THESE ENEMY 


NEED I REMIND. 
“YOU WE ARE STILL 


UNDERMINE THE 
‘SECURITY OF OUR 


THTS THE 
SECOND WASTED 
TRANSPORE THIS. 
EEK! IF HEYDINT 
ACTUALLY GROW ON 
TREES, TOU KNOW 
Wier iD Sat 


TONT MIND PIL. 
AND YOULL BE HELIKES 10 SPEAK 
VOTED OUT AS 
HRTORIN THE 
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DOES THIS 
MEAN Onis 
THE MAYOR OF 

LUN? 


MND MY ASKING, 
HOW DID You 


TWAS MY FATHER. 
wo SET UP THS, 
[UNDERGROUND 
REFUGE LONG AGO 
WHEN LUCIEN 
‘was VERDUN RY 
‘THE SHADOWS, THE 
TENS ToOK 
SHELTERHERE. 


SOMY FAMILY 
INADVERTENTLY 
BECAME THE CARE 
“TAKERS OF THS 
TOWN. 


oe 


PROBABLY SAVED 
nes! 


[DAD START BUILDING 
THS PLAXE To BEN, 


USFGHT THE |] op ou AREN'T 
SHADOWS? 


ota, IMGT BE 


THATS, 
MYNAME'S "SHALL NOW, BUT 
MORE LKETT. MUNA 


To BECOME STRONG, 
UREHIM, 


TTS ONY AMATTER 

OF TIMEREFCREWE WELL OWN OUT, 

WAVE TD LENE THIS oF RESOURCES IF 
PLE. a TH 


AFEW BRAVE 
SCULS DIDNOT 


=) 
Cle HAS BEEN 


OUR HOME AWAY FLOM 
HOME FOR MONTHS. 


w 


AS YOUCAN SEE, 
THERES AN UNeINSHED 
TUNNEL THAT LEADS 
To THECIELIS CRATER, 


“TREK ON FOOT. 
THE TUNNEL 


we 


WHAT D0 70u 


AND THAT MY 
HEADT WILL CLOUD MY 
SETTER. UDGMENT. 


ws 


ETHER, 
BUT MYCLOSE 
FRIENDSAND MENTORS 
1G, $01 CHOOSE TO 


‘ONE OF THOSE FRIENDS 
ins ANELOER TREE NAMED 
FATHER CHARLES, 


HEWAS A CLOSE FAMILY 
FRIEND FOR MANY 
GENEHA NON, 


THEELF KING DECLARED. 
WAR. 
il 


ny 


ww 


BUTI FELT THENEED 
TOSEE THE SAPLING 
Sum. 


BEING UNDERGROUND 
‘Bi TY To 
FOR THE SPPLING, 


ANDI BEGAN TO 
PELIEVE THAT MY 
EFFORT TO SWE IT 
WAS A MISTAKE. 


A WEEK LATER, BALIN, 

DOL WESTON, AND THE LAST 
OF THE RESISTANCE ARRIVED 
BY UNDERGROUND RAILWAY. 


DESPITE THEIRINTTAL. 
‘TREPIDATION, THEY ACCEPTED 
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a1 pe¢IDED TO 
“TAKE IT BACK 
NDERSRaUND. 


“you SHOULD KNOW 
TWAT! DON'T BELIEVE IN 
PROPHECES, MIRACLES, 

(OR PREMGNITIONS, 


BUT IF YOUR PRESENCE 15 
ENOUGH Th GE PY FEGFLE 
HOPE AND KELP To GET THEM 
ABOVEGOUND, (LL CALL YOu 

WHATEVER 04 WANT. 


AND FITS ANY. 
CONS TON, DONT 
BELIEVE IN THAT STUFF 


7 Ts 
(UR FAULT 


THATS Too 
MUCH TIME! 


sctiet P THEY FOLLOWED 
US NSE! 


We NEED To - 
Ud evacurte eversone 
Pa iiseperey. 9 
y 


THE LKELIHOOD 
OF SURVIVING THIS 
MISSION IS Low. 


WHOEVER.CONES W 
WIT Me 6 PROBABLY 


NOD, LE 
THECUT OF 


HASN'T BEEN ACTIVATED. 
IN YEARS! 


‘THERCSNO 


ves 


HATS BEST FOR, 
‘THE GREATER 
ooo. 


OUGHT. IF WE DON'T 
FETION, GO 
WIHT us. 


BALAN, GATHER 
THE RESISTING 


ANDLETS START 
MOVING PEOPLE 
our! 


ows 
PULL THE SIRDONS oun THESE GUYS 
CUT OF THER,” NAD THES 


j 


j N 
te we a6 
GD AGAIN, N 
@ N 


Al 
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\ Mian 
HANDS FULL AT 
Bi \ Te norenT: 
@ < 
C 
CF 


wisi You 
DIDNT LEAVE 


NONE OF THESE 
PEOPLE DOWN HERE 
WAVE ANY (08a WHAT 
THEYRE UP AGAINST. 


EVERYONE'S 
IN THE DARK. 


TTSATOTL 
ress No NOW 
VHAYE To CLEAN 


IF MY ORD 
TAIGHT ME ONE 
THING, IT'S THAT IF 
TOW WANT ANTHING 
DONE DIGHT-— 


YOURE GOING 
TouRNE ToDo 
YOURSELF. 


WHAT ELSE 
DOES THIS HAP. 


HAVE weong? 


a NA° 


‘MOX AND TRELLIS THEN We BETTER 

ND THEM BEFORE 

THEY TEAR EAGH 
OTHER APART. 


WeSHOULD 
HAVEENTERED 
AT THE SAME 

POINT. 


Hex You 
kalow. 
Sie OTe 

Haw neu 
qt 
YOUNG, 


THEN 704 
SHOULDN'T HAVE 
COTTEN INVOLVED 
WITH THE ELVES. 


i) 


we 


THS ISSHORTLY 
BEFORE He WAS 
SUPPOSED 70 DE. 


PA WABNING 
DP ous. 

YOUBETTER 
LENE ME 


2 
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HAVING To DEAL WIT 
LOSERS LIKE OU ISA 
SPECIAL KIND OF 
PUNSHMENT DONT 
DESERVE 


DON'T NEED 
FRENDS LIKE 


KILLING HM! J 


bs 
“a 


we 


LAYRA WAS 
XS BEST 
FRIEND. 


we HER FAMILY WAS 
AF A} (CONVICTED OF CRIMES 
"HEYDDNT COMMIT 
ANDPAUTIN PRIS. 


WE ALL KNEW 
‘THEREAL REASON THEY 
‘WERE PUT AWAY —— 

BECAUSE THEY 
WERE ELVES. 


MAX TRIED To 
BREAK THEM OUT 
OF PRISON, 


BUT THEY DED 
DURING THE ESCAPE 
ATTEMPT, 


AND MAX WAS SENT 
To THENCE PRISON oF 
KORTHAN FOR HIS 
ACTINS. 


NO, THEY 
DID NOTHING 
WRONG. 


INFACT, 
THEY DOA 
LoT TOHELP. 
BUILD CELK, 

MD CELB. ae 


FATHER WAS AN 


THEMAX You 
KNOW IS A GHOST. 
ONLY A POWERFUL 
CURSE KEEPS HIM 
WERE, 


APTERFTY 
YEARS, IT SEEMS 
Maw HAC Faoneperr ea 
THENATURE OF HS 
ARRANGEMENT. 
GOES To SHOW, 
HOW NARROW His 
FOCUS HAS BECOME 
IN PURSUIT OF 
VENGEANCE. 


THERE 
YOUARE! 


Y _ THSMUST 
DE UR MMO 
OF THE, PLACE, 


We0.. 


0 YOu THINK 


POWEDFUL 


tat) BECAUSE 
WE WERE THE MOST 
‘VULNERABLE. 


VRO. 
MY VERSION 
‘WOULD BE MUCH 


UNFORTUNATELY, 
WE WEL NOT FIND 
THE VOICE HERE. 


HE INSSTS i 
Pwr meet Hm 
SAL. i iaccon, 
‘ a 2 
eS 


ALL EXITS PRE 


SEALED DUING, 
LOCKTOWN! THE TOWN wins, 
DESIGNED To CLOSE 
UP INTHE EVENT OF 
AN EPIDEMICLIKE 
THS. 


THAT MEANS NO 
COFPCIAL OPER 
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aa 
MY PARENTS! 
House. 


a 
vise 
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we 


WHEN MY FOLKS 


= 


TWS DOOR, THEYRE — sp You port 
COMINGIN. | BE-TTERBE READY 
y “To MAKE THE 
aren! 


ws. 


LF KING IS 
NOT SOMCON 
SHouLo TAK 
LighTLy, 


wpe THN 

AGHINE To 
HAVE YOUR 
REVEN 


WTh TH, 
CHANCE, YOu 
KILLED COUNTLESS 
SOLDIERS AND 
CIVILIANS. 


His rrBROUGHT 
YOu PEE? 


MOST OF THE 
“YOUNG SOLDIERS 
HOU NOTDEA WHAT 
THEIR ANCESTERS, 
RE GUILTY OF 
You SHOWED 


Wy lps, ) 
4 wart! 


eT 


IF GoouP THE 
ELVES INTO THELANDING, 
BAY, |MIGHT BE ABLE 
TO SHELD THEM ALL 
FROM THE IMPACT, 


BUT THAT WAS 
JUST THE THREE 
OF ust 
THE ENERGY 
REGUIED To DO THIS 


BUT THEELVES 
OUT THERE STILL. 
SEEUS AS THE Even WITH THREE 
ENEMY. STONEKEEPEDS, How 
DOWE GET THEM To 
USTEN TO US? 


AX GRIFFIN, 
JUST LIKE Youn 
FALSERIN. us acy 
NOTHING MORE 
THON A CHET. 


RESTORE ORDER TO 
OURKINGDOM. 


TEN STAY 
HERE AND FOLLOW 
Me-—Y0un 


PRINCE! 


EVERYONE ~ 


THEMSELVES! 
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THE Siey WL 
BEGIN TO FALL. 


\ gan IX S/ 
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BUTIHAVEA 
FEEL MG I HAVEN'T 
‘SEEN THE LAST 
FHM. 


500 MILES NORTH OF LUCIEN 


WHEN TWAS” Even You 
THEGAGE, WEMADE HAD r EASY, 
MOBILESUITS FROM” My Son! 


7 vist WAS 
‘Your ACE, 1HAD 


NOT ONLY'S THE PASS 
PATROLLED BY ELVES, BUT 
TTS TRAVELED BY ROGUES, 


Ne M fra 


TOVALCOR, 
THATS WHERE 


acer Seer seem wece oo ese 


CREATED AT. 
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